
Annunciation Parish - Scripture Study 3/16/21 

—-Greeting and Opening Prayer 

Any thoughts or questions from scripture passages you have read? 
- Other faith questions? 

READINGS: 
Jer 31:31-34 
PS 51:3-4, 12-13, 14-15 (Create a clean heart in me, O God) 
Heb 5:7-9 
Jn 12:20-33 

GOSPEL: 
• The Greeks (often a tern referring to “Gentiles” or “Non-Jews”) want to see Jesus. 

• Jesus is told, he responds to the question with a discourse. 
• What do you think he is saying?  What is the way that he will be seen that may be different than 

they expect?   
• The grain of wheat must die before it produces fruit.  How does thins relate to Jesus’ death and 

resurrection?  How does it relate to us?  See how the imagery is so visual and connected to the 
death-life cycle.  But the life on the other side he is talking about is different that on this side. 

• What is our life in this world, and eternal life?  How does holding on to one get in the way of the 
other? 

• We must follow him so that were he is so we are, those who serve him will be honored by the 
Father. 
• What is the honoring? Do we find it hard to see ourselves as servants?  We want to be served. 

• The voice from heaven again.  We see at the Baptism, at the Transfiguration, now here.  Do you 
see a connection? The world is to be judged, he is to be lifted up.  What do these point to? 

FIRST READING: 
• Prophecy of a new covenant - a “New Testament” 
• In the old God had to show self as Master - in this one it is more internal.   

• Being made part of the Body of Christ in Baptism is a deeper connection than the external of 
circumcision.  God resides within and can be found there - the law will be on their hearts. 

• There is still instruction to be had, and when we look to externals we will miss what is inside. 
• This is for all the great and least.  With it is an offer of forgiveness of sin. 
• How do you see all this apply to you?  How does it fit your experience? 

SECOND READING: 
• Jesus was heard in his prayer due to his reverence. 
• God is the one that can save from death - we maybe too often ask God to have the world save us, 

rather than simply and reverently asking God to save and trusting in God’s power to do so. 
• Obedience is learned through suffering - then something happens to the obedient one - “he was 

made perfect” - what does this mean? 
• He (Jesus) is the source of salvation for all who obey … how? 

—-Closing Prayer 


